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the United States in 1898 to work 
in what Mr. Blieden described as a 
sweat shop, a blouse factory on 
the lower East Side of New York 
City. Milton said it was because of 
her experience there that she later 
idolized Eleanor Roosevelt, a 
champion of improved working 
conditions for women and. chil­
dren. 

hi 191 I she married Hyman 
Blicden, a retail merchant from 
Mississippi whom she had met 
when he visited New York. They 
lived_ in Mississippi for two years, 
then moved to Memphis, Ten­
nessee, for a IO year stay. 

She and her husband then 
moved to Staten Island, New 
York. They lived there until mov­
ing to Rhode Island in 1939. By 
that time, her husband was se­
riously ill and was unable to work 
in the Smart Shop. 

She .was a member or'- · the 
United Hias Organization of New 
York and was a contributor to 
many organizations, including St. 
James Chur_s:h in West Warwick 
and the Greek Orthodox Church 
in Providence. 

Besides Milton, who lives in 
Warwick, she is survived by two 
other sons, Stanley Blieden of 
West Warwick, and Dr. Robert 
Blicden of Smithtown, Long Is­
land, New York ; one daughter, 
Lillian Ianora of Jamaica Estates, 
Long Island; six grandchildren and 
one great-grandson. 
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· :Esther "Ma" Blieden, 84. a 
-''Russian immigrant who wori-.:­
·, ed in a New Yo1·k ~weat shop 

and then v1ent on to become a /'-t 
f 

,# 
-: ·co- ounder and an original , 
~" owner of Warwick Shoppers i_~ 
-, World , died Tuesday in the ·· 
;_: Q"ewish Home for the Aged. 
_,, ._ Mrs. Elieden, fo r merly of 10 
,,Mashuena Drive, Warwick, 

- was the widow of Hyman 
.. _..~leiden, who died in 1946. 
t~;,:. She, her son, Milton , and 
.. :,{¥,mton's ·brother-in-law, Ed­
:: ~ ard ·Zwetchkenbaum opened 
='PJ he firs t _Warwick Shoppers 
~;<\1'orld on '\\'ar wick Avenue in 
,.:,_. Warwicj{ in 1935. In that year , 
; _according to Miiron Biieden, it 
·•had sales of Sl,800,000. 

~ By 1970, there were 10 War­
~+wick Shoppers World Stores 
~ with gross sales and incom~ 
•.;,-from leasing agreements of 
,~.about 55 million dollars, Blie­
.:.den sairl . That was the year 
·:the Warwick Shoppers · World 
•;•chain was ·a cquired by the_ 
~--Zayre Corporation. 
•~, From 1955 until she became 
~ ,m in 1967 you could usually 
,~·find Mrs . Blieden during the 
_...,_day at her c·1stomary place 
,; on a seat near the cash regis­
: ·ters at the original Warwick 
,:- Sh0ppers World Store. It was 
;.,•from that post that she greet­
:.,,·ed customers, helped them 
•;..iind wha.t they were looking 
•~:lor and dealt with their com­
,.--,plaints. · She also used tha t 
_ post for quick access to the 

r: •candy counter so she could 
~--·get candy and popcorn and 
•t•distribute it free to children 
~~-from poor farr. i!ies. 
-~ Mrs. Blieden became known 
~,as "Ma Blieden" in the early 
: 1940s because of an adverti3-

-:.:ing gimmick. In 1939, whe;-i 
-; :the Blieden family came to 
,:;--live in Rhode Island , Mrs . 
•-<·.Blieden and her son, Milton, 

1
.,_..,._opened · "The Smart Shop," a 
:::, woman's store, in \\'est War­
' •'wick . A few years later, they 
~~ opened "The Junior Shop," a 
-~ children's store, also in \Vest 
9 :warwick. · 
· ~: Milton - Blieder. said the 
~ stores· used to have 
~~ den sales." 

''Ma Elie-

•~ It was because of the news­
.~.paper advertisements for 
"·these sales that people began 

-:•;to call her "Ma Blieden." 
' Both stores were sold in 1955, 
when the Warwick Shoppers 
\Yorld was opened. -

Mrs. Blieden was born in 
Russia on Sept. 15, 1889, a 
daughter of t he late Chaim 
and Rebecca (Draisin) Kauf­
man. She same to the United 
,t:dc,o in 11::!'.lg ::ind went right 

( 
r 
f .··-•.·"·'""''"''"'., 
~~,..-"-...,· ioc-:-.-. .'ci'-:'c''''•i!.liS!i~:.;r&~Ba 

Mrs. Esther Blieden 
I 

to work in what Mil ton Elie­
den described as a sweat 
shop, a blouse factory on the 
lower East Side of New York 
City . Milton said it was be-
cause of her ex-perience there 
thc:t she la ter idolized Eleanor 
Roosevelt, a champion of im­
pro\·ed working conditions for 
women and children. 

In 1911 she married Hyman 
Bliederi, a retall merchant 
from Mississippi whom she 
had met when he visited New 
York. They lived in Mississip­
pi fo r two years, then moved 
to Me mphis, Tenn., for a 10-
year sojourn .. 

She and her husiband then 
moved to Staten Island, N.Y. 
They lived there until moving 
to Rhode Island in 1939. By 
that time, her- husband was 
seriously ill and was unable to 
work in the Smart Shop, which 
she and Milton opened. 

She was a member of the 
United Hias Organization of 
New York, and was a contrio­
utor to many organizations, 
including St. James Church in 
West Wanvick and the Greek 
Orthodox Church in f'.rovi­
dence. 

Besides Milton, who lives in 
Warwick, she is survived by 
two other sons, Stanley, of · 
West Warwick, and Dr. Rob­
ert Blieden, of Smithtown, 
Long Island, N. Y. ; one daugh­
ter, Mrs. Lillian Ianora, of 
Jamaica Estates , Long Is­
lnnd; six grandchildren and 
one great-grandson. 

Her funeral was held af 1 
p.m. yesterday at the Sugar­
man Memorial Chapel. 458 
Hope St., Providence. Burial 
was in Lincoln Park Ceme-
tery, Warwick. 


