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:i\lelvin T. Berry, the former 

Cranston bus ine sman who 
became a millionaire th rough 
his O\rner hip of th e com mer­
cial complex a t the former 
sbi[iyarcl a t Fi el~ls Point, died 
yestercla) in i\Ji am i, ap­
parently of a hear t nttack . He 

· wa 52. 
?>fr, Berry , who mov d to 

F]orida tl1Fee year ago in se­
m i-retirement afte r at J ast 
two heart attacks, died in 
J ackson Memorial HO,;!Jita l. 

A short, thin. intense 
worker, Mr. Berry became a 
m illionaire before he was 40 
prima r ily by "actively partic-
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lpa ting ln something people 
mid couldn ' t he <lone, '' a 
c;lose friend and relaii\·e sa id. 

Some of his better knO\rn 
\'entures incl uded the m arina­
mo\'ie - rPslaurant-cummercial 
complex a t the form er ralsl -
Kaiser Shipyard off Allens 
Av,nuc . .'.\Ir. Berry bought the 
100-acre World War II . hip­
yard in 1949 for S410,000 . He 
wa in the proces of sellina 
some of the large warehous: 
building~ at his death . 

He introduced ten-pin bowl­
ing in Rhode I land and, \\·i th 
a group of partners. built the 
former Colony Motor Hotel in 
Cranston. Jn 1966, he bough t 
Crescent Park in East Provi­
dence. but sold that in 1968 
shortly before leaving for 
Florida. The hotel wa also 
sold and is now a part o! the 
Hilton chain . 

Acquaintances described 
l\Ir. Berry as a modem \·e1·­
sion of "What 1\Iakes Sammy 
Run ?" He was "always oc­
cupied ," one of them sa id . A 

·worker who helped hin1 in his 
expanding bus iness interes t·s 
said: •'It wa. l ike starting in 
a new job all the time.'' 

Despite the dem ands of land 
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,and commercial in\'es tments , 
Mr . · Berry found time to bui ld 
-a stable of thoroughbreds , 
which he raced in Florida 
New York and 0U1er parts of 

, the country. He made several 
t rips to Argentina and lJru­
,guay to pu1\,h ase horses. 
• . !-{!> " :-"> usqally open to new 
ideas , e pec1ally those that 
others shied away from, his 
·friends said. A trip to Haw·a'ii 
inspired him to build the Cop ­
per Galley Polynesian restau­
.rant in the ship ard. When 
most people said big thea ters 
were not profitable, he con­
,s tructed the Shipyard Drh·e­
.Jn, one of the largest . and 
most profitable, open m ovies 

, in New England. And when 
the hotel business was having 
difficulty, he went ahead and 
put up the Colony, which he 
sold in 1964. 

The Shipyard · Marina was 
also unu ually large for a 
business of that type. Because 
of that im·estmen t, l\'lr. Berry 
owned a large power cruise'r 
which he used wheneve!' he 
entered the annual Tuna 
Derby at Galilee. He once 
came in with a record catch in 
keepina with his abili ty to do 
things well in new fi elds. 

He was born in Boston, the 
ion of the late Max and Ida 
(Gordon) Berry. His father 
was the president of the 
BetTY Clothing Company in 
PawtuckP.t. 

He moved t.o Rhode Island 

Melvin T. Berry 

and attendr d Hope High 
School. He was a graduate of 
the Wharton . chool of Fi­
nance and Com me ce a t the 
University of Pei:msylvania. 
He \\'Orked in h is fa ther's 
business, then enlisted in the 
J\avy in \\'orld War II. He 
en·ed in t he Pacific and 

came out an ensign. 

His first business, opened 
shortly before the war, was a 
one-m an m ilitary uniform 
store on Union Street in PrO\'­
idence. His wiie, the f rmer 
J anet Alper. r an the store 
while he was in the service. 

fr . Berry expanded the 
pressing and suit firm into 
three Gob Shops, \\ hich he 
sold in 1949 when he bought 
the Shipyard . From that in­
vestment, he moved into hotel 
and rea l est-ate operations 
here and in Ma>-sachusetts 
under the Berry Hill Corpor a-
tion. · • 

In an interview ln 1967, 
while di cussin" the purc hase 1 
of Cre cent P ark, he ex­
pl ained the theory that guided 
him in his successful ooera­
tions: "I s till ha\·e that - cre­
ative urge- to give people 
something they cannot get." 

1\fr. Berry was a m em ber of 
Big Br tilers and the Anti­
Defamation League of B'na i 
B'rith. 

Besides hi s wifr , survivors 
are two sons . David Berry of 
Cranston and Brian Berry of 
Providence ; four daughters, 
Mrs . Donald Karp of Brock-

. ton, and Carol, Diane and­
, Les lie Berry, all at home · 
·- three sisters . Mrs. Leonard 

Holland of Pa\\·(ucket, Mrs . 
Daniel Udell of Ali ami and 
Mrs. :\Iyer acobs of Rye , N.Y . 

. and three gran~lchildren . 
/, . funera l sc1vice will be 
; · held tomorrow at 3 .p .m. in 
( th e Sugarman J\Iemorial 
I Cha e, 4!i8 Hope S .. Provi-

1
. cience. Burial will be i!'i Lin ­

cr,!1 Park Cemetery War-
1 • ., ~ • I 
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PB: to Guadalcanal ... 

FH: to Guadalcanal, and remained there for two years, and then he returned to the states and went to 

officers' training school at the University of Pennsylvania for two months. After that he went to 

Harvard to receive his commission ... 

LH: [interjects] Advanced training for his commission. 

FH: ... and at Harvard, peace was declared and Melvin never got his commission. He went home to 

his wife and children instead. 

PB: Now tell me, what was his birthday and the date of his death. 

FH: His birthday is January 6, 1919 he was born. He died at age 52 in 1972. 

PB: And he was actually a native of Boston? 

FH: He was born and bred in Boston. 

PB: But he came to Providence ... 

FH: At age ... right after his Bar Mitzvah. Thirteen or fourteen. 

PB: And he met Janet . .. 

FH: He met Janet, fell in love with Janet, when he was, I think, in junior high. They were childhood 

sweethearts. And he went with her for all those years, and then after he graduated from the Warden 

School of Finance [Wharton School of Business?], which was in June of 1940, I believe, he was 

married that very June .. . 

PB: And he was not called up early because he was the father of two children, is that what hap-
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pened? 

FH: Oh, I suppose. He must have had some kind of deferment until they really needed more man­

power. 

PB: Right, thank you Fifi. 

FH: You're very welcome. 

PB: I'm back with Leonard Holland. He's telling me some stories. 
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